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INTERNATIONAL OFFICE OF CADASTRE AND LAND RECORDS 
INTERNATIONALES AMT FÜR KATASTER UND GRUNDBUCHWESEN 
 
1. Report of activities 2005 
 
This annual report gives an overview of the activities of the International Office of Cadastre 
and Land Records, one of the Permanent Institutions of the FIG. 
 
2. Tasks 
 
OICRF is a documentation and study centre for land administration. OICRF performed its 
activities in all areas of its tasks, namely: 
- to collect and systematically file and index all documentary material relating to existing 

cadastral and land registration systems in all countries 
- to make comparative studies of that material followed by publication of the results 
- to give information and advice on all cadastral and land registration systems to all 

interested institutions or persons, whether for the purpose of study or to help countries 
wishing either to introduce a cadastre or a land registration system or to improve their  
existing system 

- to maintain the documentary material on a day to day basis 
 
OICRF makes every effort to offer best and quick services to anyone who requests for 
information, with a focus to members of FIG and professionals in Cadastre, Land 
Administration, Land Consolidation, Cadastral Surveying and Mapping and direct related 
fields of expertise as Geo-Information and Communication Technology for Cadastral 
purposes. 
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3. www.oicrf.org 
 
Land is at the heart of all societies. Whether it concerns economic growth, poverty reduction, 
social housing, food security, protection of vulnerable groups, or nature conservation, the way 
we deal with land, access to land, and access to land related opportunities is proven to be a 
critical success factor. Therefore the land issue gets paramount attention in policy and 
research papers like the poverty reduction strategy papers of many countries, reports of 
international donors (e.g. World Bank, EU, DFID, GTZ) and policy guidelines of UN 
agencies (e.g. Habitat, FAO, UNCHR, UNDP). 
 
The OICRF adapted itself to global developments, so its activities expand in practice. The 
cadastre (originally intended for taxation purposes only) and the land registration (only 
intended for legal protection) development into multipurpose cadastres and began to play an 
important role in the framework of land information systems. 
 
Advice has been given and is given to important international institutions and to governments 
of a growing number of countries which wish to introduce such a system or improve their 
existing but malfunctioning one. 
 
The Office maintains a digital library containing in this moment about 6.000 publications, e.g. 
conference proceedings, magazine’s articles, reports, etc. etc. on Land Administration. Since 
OICRF brings in the available and new documents digitally at www.oicrf.org, it has the most 
recent publications always digitally available for its users. Publications and documentation 
can be downloaded on line in .pdf format. 
 
The library gets about 250,000 hits a year, with 160,000 page views, about 30.000 articles 
have been downloaded. 
 
4. Comparatative studies 
 
In 2005 OICRF published several comparatative studies: 
 
van der Molen, P. and Lemmen, C.H.J. (2005) Editorial: Introduction to the Theme and Report of a unique 
Meeting of Social Scientists, Anthropologists, Lawyers and Land Surveyors, in: Expert group meeting on secure 
land tenure: new legal frameworks and tools: FIG commission 7, November 11-12, Nairobi, Kenya. 
Frederiksberg, International Federation of Surveyors (FIG), 2005, pp 5-20. 

van der Molen, P. and Lemmen, C.H.J. (2005) Expert group meeting on secure land tenure : new legal 
frameworks and tools : FIG commission 7, November 11-12, Nairobi, Kenya. Frederiksberg, International 
Federation of Surveyors (FIG), 2005. 332 p. ISBN: 87-90907-39-6. 

van der Molen, P. and Lemmen, C.H.J. (2005) Unconventional Appraoches in Land Administration: A Point of 
View of Land Registrars and Surveyors, in: Expert group meeting on secure land tenure: new legal frameworks 
and tools: FIG commission 7, November 11-12, Nairobi, Kenya. Frederiksberg, International Federation of 
Surveyors (FIG), 2005, pp 173-198. ISBN: 87-90907-39-6. 

Lemmen, C.H.J. (2005) Geo databases: product survey. In: GIM international: the global magazine for 
geomatics, 19 (2005)1, pp. 40-41. 

van der Molen, P., Lemmen, C.H.J. and Uimonen, M. (2005) Modern land consolidation : multipurpose 
approach for sustainable development. In: GIM international: the global magazine for geomatics, 19 (2005)1, pp. 
51-53. 
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Lemmen, C.H.J. (2005) New tools in land administration are required: GIM international interviews Clarissa 
Augustinus, UN-HABITAT. In: GIM international: the global magazine for geomatics, 19 (2005)2, pp. 7-9. 

van der Molen, P. and Lemmen, C.H.J. (2005) Expert group meeting on secure land tenure, UN-Gigiri, Nairobi 
Kenya, 10-12 November 2004. In: GIM international: the global magazine for geomatics, 19 (2005)2, pp. 65. 

van der Molen, P. (2005) New Legal Frameworks and Tools: editorial. In: Abroad: periodical newsletter of 
Kadaster International, 8 (2005)1, pp. 3. 

van der Molen, P. (2005) Politicians are influenced these days by Mr. De Soto. In: GIS Development, 9(2005)3; 
p. 30-31 

Lemmen, C.H.J. (2005) Workshop on standardisation in the cadastral domain: Bamberg, Germany, 9-10 
December 2004. In: GIM international: the global magazine for geomatics, 19 (2005)3, pp. 67. 

van der Molen, P. (2005) Authentic registers and good governance. In: Proceedings of the FIG Working Week 
and GSDI 8: From Pharaohs to Geoinformatics, Cairo, 16-21 April 2005. Frederiksberg, FIG, 2005.14 p. 

Aleksic, I., Lemmen, C.H.J. and Dabass, S. (2005) Technological aspects of land administration systems in the 
West Balkans. In: Proceedings of the FIG Working Week and GSDI 8 : From Pharaohs to Geinformatics, Cairo, 
16-21 April 2005. Frederiksberg : International Federation of Surveyors (FIG), 2005. 17 p. 

Lemmen, C.H.J., Radwan, M.M., Abdel Kader, F. and Abdelmoneam, A. (2005) A vision on the development of 
the urban cadastre in Egypt. In: Proceedings of the FIG Working Week and GSDI 8: From Pharaohs to 
Geinformatics, Cairo, 16-21 April 2005. Frederiksberg : International Federation of Surveyors (FIG), 2005. 15 p. 

Lemmen, C.H.J., van Oosterom, P.J.M., Zevenbergen, J., Quak, W. and van der Molen, P. (2005) Further 
progress in the development of the core cadastral domain model. In: Proceedings of the FIG Working Week and 
GSDI 8: From Pharaohs to Geinformatics, Cairo, 16-21 April 2005. Frederiksberg : International Federation of 
Surveyors (FIG), 2005. 28 p. 

Radwan, M.M., Nasr, M.H., Lemmen, C.H.J. and ... [et al.] (2005) The Egyptian survey authority business 
model to strengthen public private partnership in the real estate industry. In: Proceedings of the FIG Working 
Week and GSDI 8 : From Pharaohs to Geinformatics, Cairo, 16-21 April 2005. Frederiksberg, FIG, 2005. ISBN 
87-90907-43-4. 13 p. 

van Oosterom, P.J.M., Stoter, J.E. and Lemmen, C.H.J. (2005) Modelling of 3D cadastral systems. Presented at a 
seminar on 3D cadastre, 9-11 May, 2005 Busan, Korea. 

Sipkes, J. and Lemmen, C.H.J. (2005) First FIG and GSDI joint conference, Cairo, from pharaohs to 
geoinformatics. In: GIM international: the global magazine for geomatics, 19 (2005)6, pp. 49-52. 

van der Molen, P. (2005) Improving Business Climate: editorial. In: Abroad : periodical newsletter of Kadaster 
International, 8 (2005)2, June, pp. 3. 

Burmanje, D., and van der Molen, P., High-level political support needed: GSDI and land administration within 
Europe. In: GIM international: the global magazine for geomatics, 19 (2005)7, pp. 68-71. 

van der Molen, P. and Lemmen, C.H.J. (2005) Symposium on innovative technologies for land administration: 
the University of Wisconsin in Madison, USA from 24th to 25th June 2005. In: GIM international: the global 
magazine for geomatics, 19 (2005)8, pp. 57. 

van der Molen, P. (2005) World Bank on Land Administration; The Netherlands' Case: editorial. In: Abroad: 
periodical newsletter of Kadaster International (special edition), 8 (2005)3, October, pp. 1-4. 

van der Molen, P. and Lemmen, C., FIG Conference Recap: Symposium on Innovative Technologies for Land 
Administration. In: Professional Surveyor, 25(2005)8, p34-36 

van der Molen, P. (2005) Re-thinking the strategy of the Netherlands' cadastre, land registry and mapping 
agency. In: Land registration systems in the Arab world : challenges and ambitions : Proceedings of symposium 
held by the department of lands and survey in cooperation with the Arab federation of survey and the 
international federation for surveyors FIG commission 7, Dead Sea, Jordan 1- 3 September 2005. Amman: the 
Department of Lands and Survey (DLS), 2005. ISBN 9957-472-00-3. pp. 79-93. 

van der Molen, P. (2005) Insiders View: Innovation and Land Administration. In: GIM international: the global 
magazine for geomatics, 19 (2005)9. 
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van der Molen, P. (2005) Capacity Development for Land Administration 10 years celebration Polytecnic of 
Namibia, Windhoek, 14 October 2005 

van der Molen, P. (2005) Justification for investments in land administration systems, UN/EGM on Innovative 
Tools for Sustainable Urban Development, Moscow, October 2005 

van Oosterom, P. and Lemmen, C. (2005) The Core Cadastral Domain Model: A Tool for the Development of 
Distributed and Interoperable Cadastral Systems, UN/EGM on Innovative Tools for Sustainable Urban 
Development, Moscow, October 2005 

van der Molen, P. (2005)Innovative Sustainable Development Objectives into ICT enabled Land Administration 
System in the Netherlands. EGM on Incorporating Sustainable Development Objectives into ICT enables Land 
Administration Systems, University Melbourne, 9-11 November 2005 

Creuzer P., Beardsall, T., van der Molen, P., Lipej, B., Sahakyan, H. (2005) Guiding Principles for public/private 
partnerships, UN/ECE/WPLA, November 2005 

van der Molen, P. (2005) Investment climate in Moscow: editorial. In: Abroad: periodical newsletter of Kadaster 
International, 8 (2005)4, December 2005, pp. 3. 

van der Molen, P. and Lemmen, C.H.J. (2005) Unconventional approaches to land administration: a point of 
view of land registrars and land surveyors. In: Expert group meeting on secure land tenure: New legal 
frameworks and tools, Bangkok, Thailand, 8-9 December 2005. 30 p. *) This paper has been presented earlier to 
the Expert Group Meeting held by FIG Commission 7 on 11-12 November 2004 at UN Gigiri Nairobi, Kenya: 
Secure Land Tenure – New Legal Frameworks and Tools’ 

van der Molen, P. (2005) Unconventional Approaches to Land Administration; an international research agenda, 
ITC 55 years, 14-16 December 2005 
 
5. Final Remark 
 
Activities of OICRF are possible by the generous support of its host, the Netherlands 
Cadastre, Land Registry and Mapping Agency. 
 
 
Prof. Ir. Paul van der Molen    Ir. Christiaan Lemmen 
Director OICRF      Secretary OICRF 
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