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SDI: learning by doing

�Perhaps not the easiest way
�But it keeps progress, objectives within 

your hands
�Recent offer of free software components 

is interesting
– Clients
– Services
– Databases
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INSPIRE: architecture

Clients

Middleware

ServersFeaturesCoverages

Metadata update
Catalogs

Geo-processing
and catalog Services

Content
Repositories 

Other data

e.g., administrative,
statistical, env. reporting

Distributed Geographic reference data

Service chaining:
search, display, 

access, e-
commerce,

….

User applications

Direct

data

access

Access to transformed
data, pictures, maps, reports, 

multi-media content

Metadata search and retrieval for 
data and services

GIS

Metadata

�What are the options?

�What do the metadata look like?

�How to collect it?

�...tools are freely available
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Services

�Ubiquitous WMS

�Web Feature Service (WFS)

�Web Coverage Service

�Catalog service

�Other related services
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Free software: word of caution

�Free means “without restrictive licensing”
– Does not mean without cost
– Source code may or may not be available

�TCO: Total Cost of Ownership
– Free software + programmers + support

� If you do not have reliable, available 
programmers on-hand, or reach a support 
agreement with the free software provider...then 
free software may not be the best solution.
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