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“UN GGIM aims at playing a leading role in setting the agenda for 
the development of global geospatial information and to promote 
its use to address key global challenges. It provides a forum to liaise 
and coordinate among Member States, and between Member 
States and international organizations.”

Expert Groups
1. United Nations Expert Group on the Integration of Statistical and Geospatial Information
2. The United Nations Expert Group on Land Administration and Management (UN-EG-LAM)

Working Groups
1. Global Geodetic Reference Frame
2. Development of a Statement of Shared Principles for the Management of Geospatial Info
3. Global Map for Sustainable Development (GM4SD) 
4. Trends in National Institutional Arrangements in Geospatial Information Management
5. Geospatial Information and Services for Disasters (WG-Disasters)



Objectives of UN-EG-LAM

• Play a leading role at the policy level by raising 
political awareness and highlighting the importance 
to decision makers of the need for timely and fit for 
purpose land administration and management and;

• Encourage the use of geospatial information tools 
and systems to improve the legal certainty of all 
citizens in the world with respect to the registration 
of the relation between people and land.



Source: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300

17 Goals, 169 targets, and a wide range of indicators

SDG’s
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169

Targets

230

Global Indicators

SDG metrics for measuring and monitoring progress.

Data compiled and disaggregated by income, gender, age, race, 

ethnicity, migratory status, disability, geographic location, etc.

17

Goals

Global

Outputs and

Reporting

Official Aggregation and Integration into

Indicator Framework by National Statistical Offices.

Captures data integrity and validation.

National

Data

Integration

National

Information

Systems

Data

Inputs

National Statistics,

Accounts, Administrative

Registers, Demographics

National

Spatial Data

Infrastructure

Other Sources

of Data,

incl. Big Data

Earth

Observations

and Monitoring

Geodetic positioning
Elevation

Topography
Land use & cover

Transport/Infrastruct.
Cadastre/Parcels
Water & Oceans

Cities & Settlements
Administrative Bdys.

Imagery
Water/Ocean

Land use/cover
Observations

In situ monitoring
Air/Pollution
Ecosystems

Forest/Agriculture
Climate

Population
Demographics

Poverty
Trade/Business

Environment
Labour/Economics

Agriculture
Disability/Gender

Civil Registration & Vital Stats.

Mobile phone
Social media

Sensors
Automated devices

Satellite imagery
VGI

Crowd sourcing
??

Fundamental

baseline data

and new

data sources

Local to national social, economic and environmental conditions and circumstances

Source: UN GGIM – Greg Scott

SDG’s and UN-GGIM



Purposes

LandInventory

Process Data acquisition

Rights

Distribution

Processing

Assessment

“Land administration is the process of

determining, recording and disseminating of information 

about ownership, value and use of land when implementing  

land management policies”.

Land Administration

Source: LADM, ISO 19152

Land Adminsitration



Good, Chepa AND Fast





Land Tenure Atlas
Colombia

Namibia

Surinam

Land Tenure Atlas



class Classes of LADM

LA_SpatialUnit

LA_Party

LA_RRR

LA_BAUnit

LA_GroupParty

LA_PartyMember

LA_Right

LA_Restriction LA_Responsibility

LA_Mortgage

LA_Administrativ eSource

LA_SpatialUnitGroupLA_LegalSpaceBuildingUnit

LA_LegalSpaceNetwork

LA_Lev el

LA_Source

LA_BoundaryFaceString

LA_BoundaryFace

LA_Point

LA_SpatialSource

Standards (LADM / STDM)



Methods (Fit for Purpose, VGGT)



Infrastructures



LGAF in 44 countries

Source: World Bank in partnership with FAO, IFAD and UN-Habitat

Completed: 33
Ongoing: 7
Prospective: 4

Land Governance Assessment Framework



Best Practices

• Visualise

• Speaking the language

• Using the existing tools

• Participation, inclusiveness

• Flexible approach

• Affordable

Best Practices



Partnerships

• Global, national, community, 
professional based initiatives

• Shared ambitions

• Private sector role

Partnerships
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Leadership UN-GGIM

Leadership



$ 10 – 20 per parcel

$ 50 – 100 billion



Land rights for the world

• Data, knowledge & experience

• Standards (ISO, OGC, LADM/STDM)

• Methods & guidelines (Fit for Purpose LA, VGGT)

• Tools (UN, Open Source, commercial)

• Infrastructure (Governments, communities)

• Cases and best practices

• Indicators, targets, global insight

• Partnership, awareness, leadership & finance

Conclusions



Functions UN-GE-LAM

• Provide a forum for coordination and dialogue among global experts from 
the land administration and geospatial communities with a view to 
advance the activities related to the administration and management, and 
strengthening the use of geospatial information for good land governance;

• Propose work plans, informed by broad global consultation, to address 
the main areas of focus identified by Member states while ensuring that 
there are no overlaps or duplication with other initiatives;

• Address governance, data management, institutional and technology 
adoption and sustainability issues related to the implementation and 
management of efficient land administration and management systems, 
and transparent, functioning land markets and;

• Undertake work that is able to contribute to the Sustainable 
Development Goals of the UN indicator process and other areas as 
appropriate including, access to land, property rights, ownership, land 
degradation, rapid urbanization, and climate change, in coordination with 
other expert entities.



High Level Forum Addis Ababa



High Level Forum Addis Ababa

• …. “invite international development partners, non-
governmental organizations, the private sector and 
industry to take collective action to include a 
geospatial component in all of their sectoral projects 
they are funding in order to significantly improve
geographic coverage of land administration and 
management systems, and the availability and 
accessibility of authoritative and up-to-date 
geospatial and land information necessary for good 
land governance”;



Conclusions
• In order to achieve the SDG’s good geospatial information 

management and sound land administration are important 
prerequisites. 

• It is the momentum is right for the challenging but feasible 
ambition to have land rights for the world.

• The objective of UN-GGIM (UN-EG-LAM) is to play a leading 
role at the policy level, by raising awareness and to encourage 
the use of geospatial information management for land 
administration purposes.

• The UN GGIM High Level Forum declaration is promising and 
ambitious.

Conclusions



Holland is cool

Venue: 10 minutes airport, city centre, polders & tulips

Schiphol Airport: over 300 direct destinations

Fee: 550 Euro

“Smart surveyors for land and water management”


