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Urban and rural - is there anything

new?  

After 20 years :Has there changed

something substantially?The answer

is yes and no. Regenerative Energy

can only being produced countryside.

Foodproduction as well.But: Rural 

home work is now much better

possible thanks to broadband, 

Digitization etc. Rural areas become

again place of longing!!!

But there are still lots of old and

new conflicts with the cities.

We are far away from a symbiotic

relationship of cities and rural 

areas.

In the light of the great challenges

partnership is the order of the day!

Acting Director

of Bavarian

Municipalities

(Bayerischer 

Gemeindetag)
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Ambrogio Lorenzetti. Allegory of Bad Government: 
Effects of Bad Government in the City.

1337-40. Fresco. Palazzo Publico, Siena, Italy.

Source: Web Gallery of Art: 

http://www.wga.hu/index.html

Ambrogio Lorenzetti. Allegory of Bad Government: 

Effects of Bad Government in the Country.
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Potsdam Declaration Rural21
Rural and urban 
areas jointly form 
regions and are 
partners of regional 
development. A large 
scale reconciliation
of interests and im-
proved cooperation 
within and between 
regions must be part 
and goal of this 
development 
partnership.”
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An excellent paper –but why so late?
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Group photograph of

Federal Commission

„Equivalent Living 

Conditions“
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“If the rural areas don’t

breathe any more

the urban areas and

cities will suffocate”

Edgar Faure 

Former Prime Minister of France in the

1950s
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Chinas President Xi Jinping:

„As long as rural areas ,especially their
poor parts lag behind the rest of the
country so long we can not talk about
having reached a society with modest
wealth“ 
(see his book Governance in China I)
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Chinas PM Li Keqiang REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE GOVERNMENT

Delivered at the Fifth Session of the 12th National People's Congress of the 
People's Republic of China on March 5, 2017

“Our major areas of work for the next years

We will improve the mechanisms for encouraging 
business startups and innovation in rural 
areas, support migrant workers in starting 
businesses in their hometowns and villages, 
and encourage college graduates, 
demobilized military personnel, and 
scientists and engineers to work in rural 
areas.”
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Univ. Prof.  EoE Holger Magel 11

German Federal Office of Building and Regional Planning (BBR)

Europe aims at a balance between urban and rural areas
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Germany is still a rural country , it is provincial

Small and Medium size

urban cities in rural 

regions are regarded

rural!

Green colour

means rural
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Technical University of Applied Sciences Deggendorf founded 10 branches

in peripher rural regions of lower bavaria
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Hessian Minister of Digitization and

former CEO of Chamber of

Industry and Commerce Kristina 

Sinemus in 2022 :

„Rural areas are the place of

future!“
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A new and broader perspective: 

The four Dimensions of Territorial Justice

(based on theories of Rawls, Sen, Sandel, Dworkin, Soja, Piketty )  
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85% of Bavarias area is rural : more than 2000 out of

2300 cities and municipalities are rural

Yellow colour

means rural
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Frankfurt
Urban Rural Partnership as success story

?

European Metropolitanregion Nuremberg (EMN) : Cooperation of three large 

Cities with medium sized and small towns in surrounding rural areas

Also Präsident Xi

Jinping calls for

Cooperation of

cities with different 

sizes within

regions
Source : Xi Jinping at 19. 

Communist Party Conference  

18.Oktober 2017
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Author:

Prof. Dr.-Ing. 

Eugene Chigbu, 

Namibia
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Lighthouse IRD Hofheimer Land 
(European Champion 2020): 

“Local answers to global challenges-

Shaping the future together!”

7 rural municipalities, 53 villages

30.000 inhabitants in peripher region

Turnaround in demographic change:

A potential decline of about 1.100 people 

(overall 7.3 % ) had been calculated up to 

2021. This has not come true up to now. 

A great success thanks to a great variety 

of measures.

Turnaround in number of jobs:

Number of jobs increased from 1700 in 

2004 toaround 2600 today

Turnaround in migration balance:

•

Blue areas of

IRD)
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Bernd Ulrich, deputy editor in chief of DIE 
ZEIT N0 23, Dossier „The hurted human 
being“ from 15 June 2022 , page 15ff

„..Yes, the ecological turn is one of the
greatest transformations in human……

The preconditions are given, the problem has
neither a scientific character nor technical
ones, but it is purely the mind!“
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Ambrogio Lorenzetti. Allegory of Good Government: 
Effects of Good Government in the City.

1338-40. Fresco. Palazzo Publico, Siena, Italy.

Ambrogio Lorenzetti. Allegory of Good Government: 
Effects of Good Government in the Country.


